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Town of Sherman 

Historic District Commission  

Monthly Meeting Minutes  

Monday, September 19, 2022  

 

 

Members Present:  Jim French (Acting Chairman), Commissioners: Marilyn 

Dwyer, Cara Kaufmannn  

 

Members Absent: Jan Desiato 

 

Clerk:  Christine Aruza  

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:07 PM by Acting Chairman J. French. 

 

Note: There were no minutes from the April 18, 2022 meeting to review/approve 

and no quorum/minutes for the July 18, 2022 meeting.  

 

Old Business: 

 

 Review of Historic District Commission Meeting Dates for 2023: 

 

Historic District Commission (HDC) meeting dates will be set for 2023 at the 

November 21st meeting. At that meeting the commission will determine if the 

meeting time will be moved to 7:00 p.m.  

 

Discussion then shifted to the next order of business – reviewing the Certificate of 

Appropriateness for Cara Kaufmann regarding replacement of 20 windows in the 

live-able space of her home. Per C. Kaufmann she is at a standstill due to 

complications with respect to getting the replacement windows to fit. They would 

be three-beamed, exact replicas by Mercury Excelum with the trim done by 

Trimline.   
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Motion made by J. French to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness with today’s 

date (9.19.22) 

Seconded by M. Dwyer 

 

New Business: 

 

Election of Officers  

 

The decision to elect officers will be postponed until the November 21st meeting. 

According to J. French there is an error on the Historic District Commission page 

on the town website with C. Kaufmann incorrectly listed as an alternate. She spoke 

with D. Lowe who advised it would be corrected. J. French advised C. Kaufmann 

has expressed an interest in becoming Chair of the Historic District Commission.   

 

Stephen Frattini (6 Route 37 Center) was in attendance at the meeting. The 

commission members inquired if he would like to become a commissioner or an 

alternate. He is unsure if he can meet the commitment. M. Dwyer suggested 

approaching individuals from the Sherman Historical Society or the Sherman 

Library to see if they would wish to join as they would have an inherent interest in 

preserving historic homes. J. French advised the commission is supposed to have 

seven members including two alternates. He additionally recommended the 

consideration of individuals associated with the Sherman Playhouse as potential 

members. The commission agreed to approach preferred candidates.   

 

Any Other Business 

 

C. Kaufmann inquired if the map she located online is the only representation of 

the Historic District. Per J. French that is possible although there may be a 

different map copy in the Town Hall files. S. Frattini asked which historic district 

the commission has oversight over – the town of Sherman or the federal. J. French 

advised in the town of Sherman the whole center beyond the town’s historic 

district is on the national register of historic places. The commission only has 

jurisdiction over the town’s historic district.    

 

C. Kaufmann asked if the barns are included. J. French believes they are supposed 

to be in conjunction with the house that is listed in the district. The question arises 

as to whether someone can readily identify if the house they own or wish to buy is 

on the Historic District list. C. Kaufmann indicated it is not possible to find the list 

in its entirety. In addition, the houses can have multiple names due to prior 
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ownership. C. Kaufmann’s house has had three different names – the Louis B. 

Pepper House, the Osborn House and the Irvine House. Per J. French the federally 

designated National Register has the actual addresses and not the names but the 

addresses may have changed over time due to the post office. The commission 

concurred that there should be a definitive list with the names of current owners for 

Sherman’s Historic District.  

 

M. Dwyer raised the issue of creating an introductory packet to be provided to new 

homeowners in the Historic District. It would include helpful information, tips and 

who to contact for questions. J. French will send the .pdf with the regulations and 

map to M. Dwyer to use in the packet and will send the .pdfs for the federal zone 

buildings. C. Kaufmann will work with M. Dwyer on the packet. M. Dwyer will 

connect with the realtor on the Schneckenburger house to ensure he/she is provided 

with an initial version to share with the new home owners. A final draft version 

will be prepared for commission review and approval at the next meeting in 

November.   

 

M. Dwyer asked what the commission’s stance is on Hardie board siding. J. French 

advised it is philosophical. The prevailing notion is that if it is better than anything 

else that could be used then it is acceptable if it looks the same. Hardie board is 

fiber cement with wood grain that approximates the appearance of clapboards.  

 

M. Dwyer then asked if the commission is interested in having uniform plaques on 

the houses in the district to designate that they are part of the district. This is 

similar to what is used in Wickford, Rhode Island. They would have the name of 

the house and the year with an emblem. J. French queried how it would be funded. 

Discussion ensued about potential fundraising efforts or grants to pay for the 

plaques and potential coordination with the Sherman Historical Society. 

Commission members agreed to poll home owners of the district about the concept 

after the new owners for the Schneckenburger house move in.    

 

Discussion then shifted to how to integrate more with the Sherman Historical 

Society and the confusion amongst residents in town regarding the different focus 

and responsibilities of the society and the commission. The topic was raised on 

how to better leverage the newly refurbished barn to draw more attention to the 

efforts of both entities and bring more people into the district to visit.  

 

S. Frattini asked if there was ever a plan developed for the continuation of the 

sidewalk through the center of town that was presented to the commission. Per J. 

French and M. Dwyer the commission was not officially approached. J. French 
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advised that any changes would require involvement from the state department of 

transportation (DOT) and easements would need to be obtained from property 

owners on one side or the other of the road. S. Frattini shared that Kent is in the 

process of redoing their sidewalks albeit they have a very different center of town 

than Sherman. M. Dwyer raised the issue of what will happen to the current senior 

center building if the center moves to another location and the impact to any 

proposed sidewalk plan depending upon what it becomes.  

 

Adjournment: 

 

J. French moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 

M. Dwyer seconded the motion.  

Vote for: Unanimous. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Aruza 

Next meeting:  Monday, November 21, 2022, 8:00PM at Mallory Town Hall  


